
Information for 
parents of 

11+ students



•Book between April and June when student is in Year 5

•Confirmation should be received by July

•The test will be in September when the student is in Year 6

•Results: October

Important Dates



•CEM  (including Redbridge schools)

•CSSE  (just 10 schools)

•GL   (typically out of London)

There are three types of test

https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/media/7898/redbridge-fam
iliarisation-booklet-2021-entry.pdf



   
Consortium Members
•King Edward VI – Grammar School
•Colchester County High School — for 
Girls
•Colchester Royal – Grammar School
•Southend High School – for Girls
•Southend High School – for Boys
•Westcliff High School – for Girls
•Westcliff High School – for Boys
•St. Bernards High School – for Girls
•St. Thomas More – High School
•Shoeburyness – High School

CSSE

Click for list of schools and exam choice:
https://boosteducation.co.uk/11-plus-exams/

http://www.kegs.org.uk/
https://www.cchsg.com/
https://www.cchsg.com/
https://www.crgs.co.uk/
https://www.shsg.org/
https://www.shsb.org.uk/
https://www.whsg.info/
https://www.whsb.essex.sch.uk/
http://www.stbernardswestcliff.org.uk/
https://www.st-thomasmore.southend.sch.uk/
https://www.shoeburynesshigh.co.uk/


CEM ASSESSMENT



CEM



CEM



•Students must use

a pencil when in 

Maths lessons. 

CEM: Maths



CEM: Verbal Ability



CEM: Comprehension



CEM: Vocabulary



CEM: NVR



CSSE ASSESSMENT



CSSE

https://csse.org.uk/

ENGLISH:    MATHS:



•10 minutes reading time

•30 minutes to complete

•45 marks in total

•Example tasks:

CSSE: English Paper (1/3): Comprehension



•Example questions:

CSSE



• Two writing tasks
• 20 minutes in total (suggested) 
• 15 marks in total

• Example tasks:

Aim to write six or seven sentences, explain what is your favourite part of a 
school day. 

Explain what superpower you would best like to have and why. 

CSSE: English Paper (2/3): Continuous Writing



•10 minutes

CSSE: (3/3) 
Applied Reasoning



•60 minutes

•60 marks

CSSE: Maths



•Example questions:

CSSE: Maths









GL ASSESSMENT



•The GL exam consists of all four 11+ subjects (maths, English, 
verbal and non-verbal reasoning), and may contain written or 
multi-choice questions. 

•Tests are usually 45 minutes long.

•GL assessments are similar to the CEM exam. 

GL Assessment



What we teach at Love 
Literacy



▪ Students must be fluent readers and fluent with number.
▪ Students must be competent with Year 7 content.
▪ Students must be able to reason- explaining the rationale behind their answers.
▪ Students need to have good pace- being able to answer questions under timed conditions. 
▪ Students should have a wide vocabulary, including a secure understanding of 

Mathematical terminology.
▪ Students should be able to ascertain the answer by process of rational deduction.
▪ Students should be taught exam techniques: underlining key words in the text; moving on 

to the next question when stuck; checking work before submission; taking a guess so that 
no question is left unanswered. 

▪ Look at the exam samples and phrase your questions so that it reflects the style of 
the exam. 

▪ Offer a mixture of multiple choice and non-multiple choice questions. 
▪ Support students in thinking through the process out loud, so that you can 

challenge their rationale. 



Maths:



English:



11+ English Writing and Reading Checklist

Punctuation punctuation varied and used creatively 

Full-stop, comma, exclamation mark, question mark, speech marks

Semi-colons, colons, brackets, hyphen, dash

Structure securely structured in response to task with a clear sense of direction and 
originality throughout 

connectives used appropriately and paragraphs used accurately

varied and effective sentence structure

Grammar secure tenses throughout 

Spelling ambitious vocabulary used appropriately to enhance communication 

Homophone words

spelling accurate for all basic vocabulary 

Ideas clear and original creative writing – may include abstract forms, philosophical 
ideas, metaphors
securely focussed on task (in content and style): ideas explored in depth 



11+ English Writing and Reading Checklist

Comprehension of passage Retrieval of information

Inference (read between the lines)

Explain using own words 

Identify relevant quote

Identifying language techniques/literary techniques

Comment on sentence structure

Understanding how the writer achieves their desired effect

Words in context Use of synonyms and antonyms

Prefixes and suffixes

Parts of speech

Broad vocabulary 

Additional skills Able to correct errors in texts

Skim reading

Annotating

Complete paper under timed conditions

Understanding what the question requires



 

1) With my child’s dyslexia she struggles with vocabulary. Should we leave out the boards that focuses on vocabulary?

 
 CSSE will be the most challenging. I believe it is too soon to decide at this point as your child is still young and has many 
more months of learning and progress to make. Your child needs to be reading one novel per month to develop her 
vocabulary. She should also keep/create a personal dictionary in order to build her vocabulary. 4) is there any tests, practice 
material that Love Literacy will provide for us to work through ourselves around about 3 boards
 
We will do tests further on in the course, however there are also test paper materials available to purchase from local retailers. We 
recommend your child does 2 per month independently, at home. She should also work on Reasoning daily- 15 minutes per day 
minimum. 
 
2) Do you undertake mock tests at any stage?
 
We do tests next year, however we strongly recommend you book tests at test centres so that your child has a realistic feel for the 
exam setting. 
 

 
3) What topics do you cover?
 
Please see the journey we take with our students for both English and Maths. The aim is to develop core skills, confidence with worded 
problems, accuracy and speed. 

Frequently Asked Questions



 
Contact office@love-literacy.com to book a FREE 
TRIAL lesson online. 

Use discount code: 10%OFF to benefit from 10% 
off of 11+ programmes when you book:

https://www.love-literacy.com

Special Offers

mailto:office@love-literacy.com
https://www.love-literacy.com

